
Plains Environmental Education Partnership

Pre-K-12 Dashboard

OVERVIEW

Environmental Education is a process that helps individuals,

communities and organizations learn more about the environment,

and develop skills and understanding about how to address global

challenges (NAAEE, 2022). Our 2023 regional Environmental

Education Landscape Analysis for the Plains and Rocky Mountain

Regions has been a resoundingly successful step towards

advancing environmental literacy across six states, providing a

much-needed, comprehensive look at our field. 

In 2024, we continued these efforts, gathering data from nearly 500

PK-12 teachers and administrators in the six states within the

Plains and Rocky Mountain Regions which has enabled us to get

the full picture of EE happening in schools throughout the region.

The two datasets together offer us the most extensive picture ever

collected of current EE offerings in the region and what gaps and

barriers exist in both formal and nonformal settings for students of

all ages and in all areas. Comparing the data from nonformal and

formal EE providers has allowed us to further our goal of

advancing EE in the region and build collective impact that has a

lasting effect on the Plains and Rocky Mountain Regions.

Page Filters
Note: These filters only change the charts on

this page!

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

157

# Total Responses

443

# Teacher responses

380

# Admin responses

63

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 1000 km 

# responses 1 28

This map shows participation across our region. Since we don't collect exact street addresses, responses

are grouped by county. The darker the color, the more responses we received from that area!

Response Rate by State

26%

11.7%

20.1%

26%

14%

2.3%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Response Rate by Identified Role

Teacher

Administrator

85.8%

14.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Response Rate by School Type

Public

Private (this includes coops,
homeschools, montessori,

and nontraditional schools)

Charter 2.7%

84.9%

12.4%

Missouri Colorado Kansas Nebraska Iowa Wyoming

Grade Levels Taught at School by State

Pre-K

Kindergarten

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

7th

6th

5th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

5.5%

7.7%

7.8%

8.0%

8.0%

7.9%

5.8%

6.7%

7.9%

5.9%

6.8%

7.2%

7.6%

7.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=50.628515,-105.825331&z=3&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=50.628515,-105.825331&z=3&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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TEACHER OVERVIEW

Page Filters
Welcome to the Teacher Overview! This page

highlights survey answers specifically from

respondents who selected Teacher as their

primary role. You can use the filters below to

dive deeper into this data. (Note: These filters

only change the charts on this page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

145

# Teacher responses

380

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses 1 26

Years of Teaching Experience

a. 0-3 years b. 4-10 years c. 11-15 years d. 16-20 years e. 21+ years

9.2%

13.2%

27.6%

18.9%

31.1%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Average Number of Students Taught per Year

46,574

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

13,782

4,177

7,999

10,046
9,053

1,517

Grade Levels Taught

Pre-K

Kindergarten

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

6th

5th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

3.0%

6.1%

6.3%

6.8%

7.2%

6.9%

6.3%

7.3%

6.0%

6.5%

8.1%

9.5%

10.1%

9.9%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Subjects and Content Areas Taught

Science

English/ Language Arts

Math

Social Studies

STEM/ STEAM

Environmental Education/
Sustainability Education/ Nature

Studies

Special Education or Intervention

Art/ Music/ Dance

Technology

Agriculture

Health/ PE (Physical Education)

Practical Living

Engineering

School Library Media

Business

Theology

2.5%

1.4%

1.3%

0.5%

18.3%

14.6%

13.2%

12.5%

7.8%

7.2%

5.3%

4.1%

3.4%

3.3%

2.8%

1.8%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

How Teachers Describe Their Work

STEM/ STEAM Education

Environmental Education

Health and Wellness

Environmental Science

Citizen/ Community Science

Outdoor Education

Agriculture Education

None of the above

Education for Sustainability

Conservation Education

Climate Education

Nature-Based Learning

Youth Development

Place-Based Learning

Environmental Literacy

Green Schools

Social Justice

Environmental Justice 1.2%

8.8%

5.4%

2.1%

1.8%

15.2%

9.9%

7.9%

7.8%

7.2%

5.5%

5.0%

4.8%

4.6%

4.0%

3.8%

2.7%

2.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.854402,-100.23715&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.854402,-100.23715&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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GREEN SCHOOLS OVERVIEW

Page Filters
A Green School is a school that actively

works to protect the environment while

creating a healthy, inspiring place for

students to learn. These schools make eco-

friendly choices every day by focusing on

three main goals:

Saving Resources

Reducing waste, conserving water, and

using energy efficiently. 

Promoting Health

Creating clean, safe, and active spaces for

both students and staff. 

Learning for the Future

Teaching students about sustainability so

they can become tomorrow's

environmental leaders.​

Note: The charts below specifically highlight

data from respondents who indicated their

school participates in some form of Green

School programming. You can use the filters

below to dive deeper into this specific group!

(Filters only change the data on this page).

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 200 km 

# responses 1 5

# Counties

42

# Responses

68

Participation in Green School Programs

No

I don’t know

Yes, state green school

Yes, US Department of
Education Green Ribbon

School

Yes, other green school (LEED,
NWF Eco-schools, Project

Learning Tree Green School)

57.1%

25.5%

8.6%

4.7%

4.1%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Engagement in Green School Initiatives

Reduce waste (including
recycling or composting)

I'm not sure

Reduce energy use

None of the above

Improve air quality

Reduce water use

Address safe chemical
use

Reduce transportation
emissions

Not applicable/ We don't
do this

7.0%

5.2%

22.5%

18.1%

15.3%

9.3%

8.9%

8.3%

5.3%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Schools with an Environmental Theme

Yes No

29.1%

70.9%

Requirements for Outdoor and

Environmental Learning

Yes No

31.2%

68.8%

Environmental-Focused Subjects Taught

Environmentally
Focused

Other Focus

55.3%

44.7%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Environmentally focused subjects included: Agriculture Education, Climate Education, Conservation Education, Education for Sustainability,

Environmental Education, Environmental Justice, Environmental Literacy, Environmental Science, Green Schools, Nature-Based Learning, and

Outdoor Education

Other focus included: Citizen/ Community Science, Health and Wellness, Place-Based Learning, Social Justice, STEM/ STEAM Education, Youth

Development, and None of the above.

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=39.67865,-99.5803&z=5&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=39.67865,-99.5803&z=5&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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CLIMATE SCIENCE EDUCATION

Page Filters
Welcome to the Climate Science Education

page! This page highlights survey answers

specifically from respondents who indicated

that climate science was taught at their

school. You can use the filters below to dive

deeper into this data. (Note: These filters only

change the charts on this page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

97

# Responses

241

# Students Taught Climate per Year

29,922

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses that teach 'Climate Science' 1 16

Teach About Climate Science

52.2%
38.7%

9.1%

Yes No Did not respond

Average time spent climate science / year (Hours)

18.36

Favorite Climate Science Resource or Approach

Hands-on, Projects,
and Inquiry

Topic-Specific Focus

Media, News, and
General Internet

Specific Curriculum,
and Platforms

Nature-Based,
Outdoor, and Local

Scientific Agencies,
and Data Analysis

None, General, or
Unsure

17.9%

14.2%

13.2%

13.2%

12.3%

8.5%

20.8%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Barriers to Teaching About Climate Science in the Classroom

Resources, Funding,
and Location

Time Constraints

Curriculum and
Standards

Politics, Society, and
Beliefs

Not Applicable or No
Barriers

Teacher Factors

Student Factors

12.3%

21.9%

14.8%

14.8%

11.0%

6.5%

18.7%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.854402,-100.23715&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.854402,-100.23715&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Page Filters
Welcome to the Environmental Education

page! Here, we explore how schools are

teaching students about the environment and

the outdoors. You can use the filters below to

dive deeper into this data. (Note: These filters

only change the charts on this page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

157

# Responses

443

# Described Work as Environ Edu

126

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses 1 28

How Environmental Education is Taught

in science

on special occasions
(such as a field trip or

Earth Day celebrations)

as an interdisciplinary
integrated theme

it is not taught at my
school

in science,on special
occasions (such as a field
trip or Earth Day celebr…

as its own separate
subject

as its own separate
subject,in science

in science,in social
studies

in science,outside of the
curriculum

in science,as an
interdisciplinary

integrated theme

42.2%

10.3%

6.4%

4.3%

4.3%

3.0%

9.7%

9.1%

7.3%

3.3%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Environmental Education Resources and Programs Used (Past 2 Years)

Short-term programming off site
(such as a field trip to a science

museum/ nature center/or park;…

Environmental education curricula
(e.g. Project Learning Tree/ Project

WET/ Project WILD)

Short-term programming at your
school (e.g. an assembly or in-

school visit with nonprofits)

Environmental/ sustainability
school club or student green team

Community-based environmental
learning and professional

development (from your state EE…

Long-term community-based
partnership (such as a local nature
center that works with your scho…

Off-site residential programming
(e.g. an overnight multi-day

immersive field trip to a nature-f…

University partnerships/ support
(e.g. extension/ 4H)

Municipal support (such as a
library partnership with

community-based environmental…

Federal and state government
agency support (such as national

forests/ national parks/ state par…

Environmental and conservation-
related career learning

opportunities (e.g. internships/ c…

Environmental competitions (e.g.
Envirothon)

Community/ citizen science
programs with natural science

themes (e.g. CoCoRAHS/ iNaturali…

6.9%

3.5%

18.9%

12.2%

11.0%

10.4%

6.4%

6.3%

6.1%

5.2%

5.2%

4.8%

3.1%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Specific Environmental Education Curricula Used

Project WILD Project Learning Tree Project WET Leopold Education Project BEETLES Symbolic Migration

2.6%

8.0%

4.0%

34.2%

27.1%

24.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Support Provided at School to Implement Environmental Education and Outdoor Learning

Administrative support to
incorporate environmental education

Administrative support to take
students off campus

Administrative support to regularly
take students outside on campus

School or district support to pursue
environmental education

professional development/ learning…

School- or district- scheduled
environmental education

professional development/ learning

No support

I do not seek support

Peer mentor or coach

7.8%

7.5%

19.5%

17.6%

17.4%

13.9%

9.7%

6.6%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Barriers to Teaching Environmental Education
1 - Not a barrier / 2 - Sometimes a barrier / 3 - Always a barrier

Administrator buy-in

Alignment to community values/
priorities

Alignment to curriculum or standards

Availability of curriculum

Availability of equipment or
materials

Connecting to community partners

Parental support or buy-in

Pedagogical expertise

Scheduling/ Time

Teacher buy-in

41.76%

48.53%

37.47%

31.15%

23.48%

28.22%

57.56%

34.31%

18.96%

34.54%

44.47%

43.57%

49.44%

48.98%

58.01%

56.66%

37.02%

53.5%

51.24%

51.47%

13.77%

7.9%

13.09%

19.86%

18.51%

15.12%

5.42%

12.19%

29.8%

14%

1 - Not a barrier 2 - Sometimes a barrier 3 - Always a barrier

Strategies for Inclusive Environmental Education

Making outdoor learning and
field trips accessible to ALL

students

No specific instructional
strategies are used for this

purpose

Incorporating indigenous
knowledge into lessons

Diverse representation in
speakers and content

Materials available in different
languages

22.8%

33.8%

15.7%

15.3%

12.4%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Top Tools to Expand Environmental Education

Field trips

Guest educators

Best practices for teaching outdoors

Teaching materials and lesson
supplies

Funding strategies

Professional development/ learning

Accessible content and materials
(such as dual language resources)

Connections to green job professions

Standards-based lessons

Citizen/ community science

Examples and success stories from
other schools

Information on how to seek/ set up
partnerships

Instructional design support

Marketing materials that highlight
key information for leadership
(administration/ district-level)

Not applicable 0.1%

12.4%

10.6%

10.2%

10.1%

8.5%

8.5%

7.7%

6.1%

6.0%

5.7%

5.2%

3.6%

3.5%

1.8%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Teacher Confidence Levels
(5 - Very confident to 1 - Not at all confident)

Personal Outdoor Recreation

27.1%

32.1%

28.4%

10.2%
2.3%

Integrating Outdoor Education

19.9%

35%

28.2%

14.9%

2%

Providing Environmental Education in Current Curriculum

21.7%

31.8%

26.9%

13.5%

6.1%

5 - Very confident 4 3 2 1 - Not at all confident

Additional Languages Offered for Environmental Education

None of the above

Spanish

French

Sign Language

Vietnamese

Mandarin

Japanese

Latin

Nepali

Creole

0.2%

0.2%

1.2%

0.9%

3.5%

1.7%

62.0%

25.0%

4.0%

1.2%

Colorado Missouri Kansas Nebraska Iowa Wyoming

Funding Sources for Environmental Education and Outdoor Learning

District/ school budget

I am unsure

Fundraisers

We do not have funding
for this

Individual contributions

Private grants

District/ school
foundation

Business support

Partner funding

In-kind donations

State government
funds

Federal education
funds

Tuition

Federal COVID relief
funds

Other federal funds or
grants (EPA or NOAA)

Registration Fees 1.5%

14.1%

7.9%

3.1%

2.7%

2.2%

23.2%

8.9%

7.0%

7.0%

6.1%

4.0%

3.7%

3.4%

2.9%

2.3%

Colorado Missouri Kansas Iowa Nebraska Wyoming

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.035129,-100.23775&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.035129,-100.23775&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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FIELD TRIPS

Page Filters
Welcome to the Field Trip page! Here, we

explore how often educators take their

students outside for hands-on learning, both

on the school campus and through off-site

excursions. You can use the filters below to

dive deeper into this data. (Note: These filters

only change the charts on this page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

157

# Responses

443

# Described Work as Outdoor Education

99

(AVG) # Students Taught per Year

46,574

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses 1 28

Current Field Trip Participation

51.6%

48.4%

Yes No

Current Time Spent on Field Trips

We do not do this 30 minutes or
less

31-60 minutes 61-90 minutes 90-120 minutes Full-day Multi-day,
daytime only

Multi-day,
including night/

evenings

18.6%

5.1%

18.9% 16.8%
17.8%

15.7%

3.8% 3.2%

Ideal Time Spent on Field Trips

We are not
interested in this

30 minutes or
less

31-60 minutes 61-90 minutes 90-120 minutes Full-day Multi-day,
daytime only

Multi-day,
including night/

evenings

10.0%

4.7%

13.3%

18.0%

22.0%
24.0%

3.7% 4.3%

Top Priorities for Field Trips
5 (Extremely important) to 1 (Not important)

doing something fun and
enjoyable

experience standards-
based programming led

by another educator

exposure to career
opportunities

hearing from experts

learn something not
taught in class

opportunity to plan and
carry out project-based

learning

provide students with
hands-on experience

students out of
classroom

visit natural resources/
spaces

48%

17.33%

33.67%

35%

45.33%

29.33%

59.67%

29.33%

41.67%

32.67%

35%

28.67%

37.33%

33.67%

38%

24.33%

32.33%

32%

15.33%

28.33%

22%

20%

15.67%

23.67%

12.67%

25%

18%

3.67%

13.67%

10.67%

7%

4%

5.33%

2.67%

9%

7%

0.33%

5.67%

5%

0.67%

1.33%

3.67%

0.67%

4.33%

1.33%

5 - Extremely important 4 3 2 1 - Not important

Barriers to Leading Outdoor Field Trips

Availability of transportation

Transportation costs

Site fees

Capacities of students (e.g.
age/ behavior/ accessibility)

Time

Availability of chaperones

Familiarity with field trip
offerings (e.g. site locations/

opportunities/ availability)

Safety and security (Risk/
Liability)

Availability of substitutes

Environmental factors (e.g.
mosquitos/ heat/ cold/ rain)

Relevance to Curriculum/
Academic Standards

Availability of partnerships

School/ Institutional
operational processes

(paperwork/ busses/ permi…

Capacity to coordinate a
field trip (e.g. new teacher/

too busy/ has to be whole s…

Administrative/ Leadership/
Colleague support

I do not have limiting factors
affecting my ability to lead

outdoor field trips.

I do not lead or am not
interested in leading outdoor

field trips.

8.5%

4.5%

4.4%

1.6%

1.1%

10.5%

9.4%

7.6%

7.2%

6.7%

5.9%

5.8%

5.7%

5.6%

5.4%

5.4%

4.8%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.035129,-100.23775&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.035129,-100.23775&z=4&t=m&hl=en&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
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OUTDOOR LEARNING

Page Filters
Welcome to the Outdoor Learning page!

Here, we explore how educators are taking

their classes outside and what resources they

need to make outdoor instruction successful.

You can use the filters below to dive deeper

into this data.. (Note: These filters only change

the charts on this page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

157

# Responses

443

# Described Work as Outdoor Education

99

(AVG) # Students Taught per Year

46,574

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses 1 28

Frequency of Outdoor Learning on Campus

Rarely (a few times
a year)

Sometimes (once or
twice a month)

Often (once or twice
a week)

All the time (almost
daily)

Never

37.1%

7.2%

4.8%

32.3%

18.6%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Barriers to Outdoor Learning
1 - Not a barrier / 2 - Sometimes a barrier / 3 - Always a barrier

Administration support

Alignment to standards

Knowing how to teach outdoors

Knowing what to teach
outdoors

Lack of outdoor learning
spaces, amenities, or

improvements

Lack of outdoor learning
supplies (clothing, books, tools)

Logistics (scheduling, time,
distance, staging and clean up)

Maintenance of outdoor
spaces

Parental support

Peer support

Safety (animal/ plant safety
concerns, street crossings,

weather)

Spaces are not accessible to all
students

Student behavior

Technology/ connectivity (wi-fi,
electrical outlets, internet-

devices)

62.63%

53.95%

53.95%

50%

34.47%

32.37%

20.53%

43.68%

68.16%

66.58%

48.16%

41.32%

22.37%

36.84%

30.26%

37.89%

38.68%

43.42%

45%

50%

59.21%

46.05%

28.16%

29.21%

42.37%

45%

57.37%

43.42%

7.11%

8.16%

7.37%

6.58%

20.53%

17.63%

20.26%

10.26%

3.68%

4.21%

9.47%

13.68%

20.26%

19.74%

1 - Not a barrier 2 - Sometimes a barrier 3 - Always a barrier

Top Features That Support Outdoor Learning

Available work surfaces or
tables

Available seating

Available shade

Teaching materials

Available green space

Lesson supplies

Best practices for teaching
outdoors

Professional development

Raised beds or gardens

Staffing or volunteer support

Maintenance support
(weeding/ mulching/ etc.)
from community partners

Community/ Citizen Science
local and/or global

partnerships

Examples and success stories

None

8.5%

3.8%

0.9%

11.8%

11.6%

10.7%

8.6%

8.2%

7.1%

6.4%

6.1%

5.9%

5.4%

5.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

When Outdoor Spaces Are Used

During the school
day

After school Special Events Summer Before School Weekends/
breaks

Not At All/ Not
Applicable

Unsure

6.3%
5.1%

3.9%

35.1%

17.4%

13.2% 12.7%

6.3%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Page Filters
Welcome to the Professional Development

page! Here, we explore how educators are

expanding their skills and knowledge in

environmental and outdoor education. We

also look at what types of training they find

most helpful and what topics they want to

learn about next. You can use the filters

below to dive deeper into this data. (Note:

These filters only change the charts on this

page!)

State(s) ▼

County(ies) ▼

School type(s) ▼

Primary Role ▼

Grade level(s) at the school

Reset Filters

# Counties

157

# Responses

443

(AVG) # Students Taught per Year

46,574

Map data ©2026 Google, INEGI 500 km 

# responses 1 28

# Teacher responses

380

# Admin responses

63

Professional Development and Learning

Opportunities

Average Total Professional Development Hours (Past 2 Years)

39.97

Types of Professional Development Attended

Professional organization
conference workshops

Research about outdoor
learning or environmental

education

Colleague/ Networking
Interactions

Volunteer Experiences

Graduate course(s) or
training

District professional
development

Industry-led professional
development

State environmental
education association

training

Undergraduate course(s) or
training

University-led professional
development

9.0%

6.4%

14.7%

14.4%

13.4%

12.9%

8.7%

7.6%

6.8%

6.0%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Most Effective Professional Development Experiences

Field-based/ In-person hands-on

Collaboration and networking
opportunities

In-person/ hands-on training
opportunities

Conferences/ trainings/ or
workshops

Curriculum Training (Ex: Project
WET/ Project WILD/ Project Le…

Tree)

Collaboration with subject matter
experts

Professional Development/ Lea…
that provides needed resources

(such as supplies)

Training provided by organizati…
such as universities or state

environmental education assoc…

Online on-demand (synchronous/
asynchronous) learning

opportunities

In-depth multi-day trainings ab…
particular topic

Federal/ state/ or NGO-sponso…
training opportunities

17.0%

12.0%

12.0%

11.9%

10.4%

9.4%

7.2%

7.2%

5.2%

4.3%

3.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming

Top Topics of Interest for Future Professional Development

Age-appropriate and locally
relevant lesson ideas and

hands-on activities

Gardening (indoor/ outdoor)

Outdoor learning (best
practices/ benefits/

pedagogy)

Ecology (wildlife)

Locally relevant plants and
animals

Climate science

Recycling

Sustainability

Natural resource
management

Environmental education
best practices and strategies

Renewable energy

Aligning lessons with
standards (NGSS/ State-

level)

Agriculture

Nature-based solutions and
Restoration practices

Ecology (non-specific)

Instructional design
(interdisciplinary blending EE

into curriculum)

Civic ecology

4.0%

3.3%

2.4%

11.2%

8.8%

8.7%

7.7%

6.7%

6.2%

6.1%

6.0%

5.7%

5.3%

5.1%

4.9%

4.8%

3.2%

Colorado Iowa Kansas Missouri Nebraska Wyoming
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